Excessive force during removal of immigration detainees.
Use of force against immigration detainees during attempts to expel them from the UK must be limited to that which is strictly necessary and proportionate under the circumstances, using accepted methods of restraint designed to minimise injury risk to all concerned. Fourteen cases are reported after failed removal attempts, where there were allegations that excessive force had been employed. Collective analysis of the 14 cases reveals a misuse of handcuffs in 11 cases with resulting nerve injury in 4 cases, the use of inappropriate and unsafe methods of force, such as blows to the head and compression of the trunk and/or neck, and continued use of force even after termination of the deportation attempt, occurring inside security company vehicles out of sight of witnesses. An analysis of the legal implications for the government and recommendations aimed at eradication of abusive practices are given.